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F0LD1NG CHAIR TRAY ASSEMBLY 

INVENTOR: TJ. L. Anton 

719 Northeast Street 
Joseph, Oregon 97846 

DESCRIPTION 
BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

[0001] Field of the Invention. The present invention generally relates to furniture, and more 
particularly relates to tabletop assemblies for outdoor folding chairs. 

[0002] Background Information. Common today are a style of outdoor folding chairs 
comprising a plurality of aluminum tubing connected together at pivots, covered with a canvas 
like material comprising the seat, seatback and or arm, These chairs typically able to fold down 
and be converted into a generally cylindrical folded mode from an in-use, unfolded mode. Being 
in the cylindrical folded mode, such chairs are typically able to be stored in a generally tubular 
carrying bag having a shoulder strap for allowing the chair to be conveniently transported and 
stored. 

[0003] While such chairs can be used with a separate able (such as a picnic table or folding 
"card" table) or outer generally planar surface, typically such chaira are used in locations whete 
there are no such tables (for instance, camp sites, sporting events, etc.). What is needed is an 


add-on tabletop platform that allows a user to retrofit a standard folding chair to accept said 
tabletop platform. The present invention solves these needs. Such a tabletop platform is useful 
for a plurality of reasons, including, but not limited to, providing an eating surface, providing gun 
rest surface, providing a game playing surface, etc. 

[0004] Additional objects, advantages and novel features of the invention will be set forth in 
part in the description which follows and in part will become apparent to those skilled in the art 
upon examination of the following or may be learned by practice of the invention. The objects 
and advantages of the invention may be realized and attained by means of the instrumentalities 
and combinations particularly pointed out in the appended claims. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 
[0005] One embodiment of the present invention is a removable tabletop assembly for use 
with a folding chair. This folding chair configured to be convertible from a folded mode to an 
unfolded mode. This folding chair having a frame comprising a plurality of interconnected fram 
tubes. The removable tabletop assembly itself comprising a platform and a pair of chair bracket 
assemblies. 


[0006] The platform having a topside and a bottom side. At least two connectors extend 
generally perpendicularly away from the bottom side. Each of these connectors configured f« 
attachment to a chair bracket assembly. 


[0007] The chair bracket assemblies configured for attaching the platform to the chair. Each 
chair bracket assembly configured for attachment to at least one chair frame tube and one of the 
platform connectors. Each chair bracket assembly comprising a first bracket configured for 
attachment to a second bracket. The first bracket defining a first channel therein and the second 
bracket defining a second channel therein. The first and second channels configured for adjacent 
orientation, thereby defining a joint channel there between. This joint channel for receiving 
therein the chair frame tube upon which the present invention is attached. Such receipt, through 
use of one or more fasteners, being preferably frictional, thereby holding said bracket assembly in 
place upon said tube. The chair bracket assembly further comprising at least one fastener for 
fixedly fastening the first and second brackets together upon the chair frame tube. Each of the 
chair brackets further comprising a connector receiver for receipt of and/or attachment to one of 
the platforms connectors. 

[0008] Thus, in use, the chair bracket assemblies would be fixedly attached to the chair, 
thereby permitting the removable attachment of the platform to the chair. It is preferred that the 


chair bracket assemblies be attached in such a manner that the chair can be converted between 
the folded and unfolded mode without removal of the chair bracket assemblies. 

[0009] Further, the purpose of the foregoing Abstract of the Disclosure is to enable the 
United States Patent and Trademark Office and the public generally, and especially the scientists, 
engineers, and practitioners in the art who are not familiar with patent or legal terms or 
phraseology, to determine quickly from a cursory inspection the nature and essence of the 
technical disclosure of the application. The Abstract is neither intended to define the invention 
of the application, which is measure by the claims, nor is it intended to be limiting as to the scope 
of the invention in any way. 

[0010] Still other objects and advantages of the present invention will become readily 
apparent to those skilled in this art from the following detailed description wherein I have shown 
and described only the preferred embodiment of the invention, simply by way of illustration of 
the best mode contemplated by carrying out my invention. As will be realized, the invention is 
capable of modification in various obvious respects all without departing from the invention. 
Accordingly, the drawings and description of the preferred embodiment are to be regarded as 
illustrative in nature, and not as restrictive in nature. 


BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 
[0011] Fig. 1 is a side, environmental view of one embodiment of the present invention. 

[0012] Fig. 2 is a partial, side view of the embodiment of Fig. 1. 

[0013] Fig. 3 is an exploded, perspective view of a second embodiment of the present 
invention. 

[0014] Fig. 4 is a first side view of a third embodiment of the present invention. 

[0015] Fig. 5 is a perspective view of one embodiment of a platform or tabletop of the 
present invention. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 
[0016] While the invention is susceptible of various modifications and alternative 
constructions, certain illustrated embodiments thereof have been shown in the drawings and will 
be described below in detail. It should be understood, however, that there is no intention to limit 


the invention to the specific form disclosed, but, on the contrary, the invention is to cover all 
modifications, alternative constructions, and equivalents falling within the spirit and scope of the 
invention as defined in the claims. 

[0017] Referring to Figs. 1 and 2, shown is one embodiment of the invented removable 
tabletop assembly 10 for a folding chair 2. The preferred folding chair being one of the compact 
models typically seen on the market today, however other makes and models of chairs are 
likewise envisioned within this disclosure. These current compact models typically having a 
frame 4 comprising a number of frame tubes 6 joined at joints (pivots) that allow the chair to be 
converted from a folded, generally tubular mode to an unfolded, in use mode. While in the 
folded mode, such chairs are typically stored within a bag or other storage container bearing at 
least one strap for allowing said chair to be easily transported from one location to the next. 

[0018] The present invention comprises a platform 20 and one or more chair bracket 
assemblies 40, 140. The preferred platform 20 (other platform embodiments are shown in Figs. 4 
and 5) comprising a generally planar body, having extending therefrom one or more connectors 
26, 28 for allowing the platform 20 to be connected to the chair 4 via the chair bracket assembly 
or assemblies 26, 28. This platform having a topside 22 and a bottom side 24. Preferably, the 
connectors 26, 28 extending therefrom said bottom side 24 generally perpendicular to said 


bottom side. The purpose of the platform 20 being to serve as a tabletop for the user of the chair 
while eating, playing games, firing a firearm, etc. 

[0019] The preferred embodiment comprising the utilization of two connectors extending 
from said platform, however other numbers of connectors are also envisioned. The preferred 
connectors comprising lengths of tubing (such as metal, wood, plastic or other material tubing) 
fixed to the bottom side of the platform. The platform could be made of metal, wood, plastic or 
other material. The platform and the connectors could be integrally formed of the same material 
or could comprise two different materials fused or otherwise attached together. 

[0020] As can be shown in Fig. 1 , it is envisioned that the connection between the chair 
bracket assembly and the platform 20 could be made in a telescoping manner through use of a 
telescoping assembly 30 so that the platform 20 can extend upward or downward, being adjusted 
and/or locked therein by the user at the preferred height. The preferred telescoping assembly 
being telescoping connector poles. 

[0021] As can be seen from the drawing, the chair bracket assembly 40 (140) is configured to 
attach to the frame tube 6. This frame attachment being a rigid attachment that preferably 
remains on the chair when the chair is stored and/or otherwise not in use. As such, the only 


component that is, by default, fixed on the chair is the chair arm assembly 40 (140), which is 
non-intrusive into the use of the chair should the user prefer not to use platform 20. Platform 20 
preferably being able to be releaseably connected to the chair arm bracket 40 thereby allowing 
the platform 20 to be connected to the frame of the chair. 

[0022] Referring specifically to the embodiment of Fig. 2, the chair bracket assembly 40 
further comprising a joint channel 54 extending through the chair bracket assembly 40 for 
receiving therein the frame tube 6. Likewise is shown the connector receiver 56 for receiving the 
connector 28 of the platform 20. Other means, methods and manufactures of chair bracket 
assemblies and brackets are likewise envisioned. 

[0023] Referring now to Fig. 3, shown is one embodiment of a chair bracket assembly 40 of 
the present invention. This chair bracket assembly 40 comprising a first bracket 42 and a second 
bracket 44. These two brackets able to cooperate with one another and be attached to the frame 
tube 6 of a folding chair 2 through use of one or more fasteners 46, 48. Alternatively, the present 
invention could comprise a single bracket rather than first and second brackets which cooperate 
with one another. 


[0024] The preferred embodiment of the chair bracket assembly 40 of the present invention is 
shown in Fig. 3. The first bracket 42 having an inside face 70 and the second bracket 44 having 
an inside face 72. Within the inside face 70 of the first bracket 42 is defined a first channel 50 
there through for receiving said frame tube 6 therein, and is preferably defined a connector 
receiver channel 56. The inside face 72 of the second bracket 44 likewise defining therein a 
second channel 52 and a connector receiver 58. It is preferred that all channels comprise semi- 
circular slots defined therein, the first channel slots extending completely through the inside 
faces, whereas the connector receiver channels only partially extending there through the inside 
faces. Other sizes, shapes, and orientations of channels within this invention are envisioned. 

[0025] The first and second brackets configured for joining together so that the first and 
second channels thereby define a joint channel 54 and the connector receivers 56, 58 join 
together to form a connector channel 59. This connector channel 59 for receiving therein the 
connector 26, 28 of the platform 20. While it is envisioned that a releasable slip or friction fit 
will be utilized for this attachment, other attachment means could likewise be utilized, including 
but not limited to snap fits, adhesives, fasteners, etc. 

[0026] While it is preferred that half of the channels be located within the first bracket and 
half within the second bracket, it is expressly envisioned that the entire channel could be in one 
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of the brackets. Likewise, it is envisioned that one bracket rather than a pair of clam shell 
brackets could be provided, this solitary bracket configured for attachment to the frame tube and 
having a connector receiver channel 56 therein. 

[0027] The first bracket 42 having a top 60 and a bottom 62. The second bracket 44 having a 
top 160 and a bottom 162. In this embodiment, a number of fastener holes 64, 66 extend through 
both first and second brackets for utilization with the fasteners 46, 48. 

[0028] Referring now to Fig. 4, shown is one embodiment of the present invention 10 shown 
installed on a chair 2. The folding chair 2 having the removable tabletop assembly 10 installed 
thereon. The figure showing the platform 20 having a top side 22 and a bottom side 24. A pair 
of connectors 26, 28 extending therefrom the bottom side 24 and cooperating with first and 
second chair bracket assemblies 42, 44. 

[0029] Referring now to Fig. 5, shown is one embodiment of the tabletop platform 20 of the 
present invention. This tabletop platform 20 having a top side 22, a bottom side 24, and a pair of 
connectors 26, 28 extending therefrom. Alternatively, the table top could be configured to allow 
the distance between the connectors/posts to be adjustable, thereby allowing the present 
invention to be utilized with chairs of differing widths. 


-11- 


[0030] While there is shown and described the present preferred embodiment of the 
invention, it is to be distinctly understood that this invention is not limited thereto but may be 
variously embodied to practice within the scope of the following claims. From the foregoing 
description, it will be apparent that various changes may be made without departing from the 
spirit and scope of the invention as defined by the following claims. 


